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Life after high school

Is the grass really much greener on the other side?

By Gracy Rodriguez and Damian
Aguayo

“Ladies and gentlemen, I present to you
the graduated class of North Monterey
County High School.”

You made it! You’re done! Family His-
tory projects, job shadows, and communi-
ty service; that’s all in the past. Those four
years of late night studying and waking up
early to catch the bus are over with. Yay,
no more high school. Isn’t it exciting?
Aren’t you happy?

Now what? Where will you go? Now
that the six hours you used to spend at
school are free, what will you do? You
have a plan, right?

Your future is waiting. The rest of your
life is calling. What are you waiting for?

Many students look forward to their
graduation day, but is it as great as they
think?

Former students Ashley Clampit and Jose
Quinonez graduated from North County in
the class of 2009. Clampit is now attend-
ing UC Santa Cruz and Quinonez works
in an auto body shop. Quinonez said, “It
was weird knowing that I was never going
to be a student at NC again.”

“It was an odd feeling because some-
thing that your so used to for four years
was coming to
an end,” said
Clampit when
asked how she
felt the day of
her graduation.
I was sad that I
was leaving my
friends. I wasn’t really sad about leaving
North County, only the amazing friends

and teachers I was leavmgFihmd ”
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In a recent survey, 100 NC
students voted for their all time
favorite holiday movies.

“It was an
amazing feeling
knowing that all
my hard work
had payed off.”

1. How The Grinch
Stole Christmas

2. Home Alone

3. Elf

4. Nightmare Before
Christmas

5. Rudolph The Red-

Nosed Reindeer

. Christmas Carol

. Christmas Story

. This Christmas

. Bad Santa

0. Jingle all the Way
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Photo by Jose Quinonez

This is the piece of paper that will set you free. Jose Quinonez shared a picture
of his prized possession! He currently works at an auto body shop and is get-
ting ready to start college.

Although Clampit admits she felt a bit

strange and sad, she «

also says it was a At SCh.OOI’ | hated_

happy day for her. all the cliques, and in

“It was an amazing college it’s so differ-
ent. There’s no such

feeling knowing that
all my hard work had thing as cliques
There’s just

paid off,” she said.
people...”

to go to college straight after high
school. Whether its a commu-
nity college, a state university,
or a UC, college is a cer-
tainly a good option after high
school.

Melody Sanchez, a class
of 2008 graduate, was also
very happy to graduate from
North County and start her
own life. Sanchez said, “At
school, I hated all the cliques,
and in college it’s so different.
There’s no such thing as cliques. There’s
just people and you just go to school, it’s
all about learning and I just

“Since sixth grade,
my goal had been to
graduate high school
and go to a good col-
lege. UCSC is a great
school so I feel I have accomplished that
goal.”

Just like Clampit other students choose
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By Gregory Salas C arme I
Christmas time is not just about opening
presents and decorating the Christmas p (@) p corn
tree.
The joy and comforts of Christmas can Ingredients:

be found by simply sitting in front of the
television, enjoying a steaming cup of
cocoa.

Luckily for us, there are now more
Christmas movies than ever to watch.

Network channels are also getting in
the spirit of Christmas by showing holi-
day centered movies.

In fact there will be “A Christmas
Story” marathon back on TBS beginning
Christmas Eve at §PM.

It is now easier than ever to just turn
on a television and watch a Christmas

1 cup butter

2 cups brown sugar
1/2 cup corn syrup
1 teaspoon salt :
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
5 quarts popped popcorn

Directions:

want to get my career going. I mean, as
long as you go to school or do your job,
then you’ll have nothing to worry about,
but if you get out of high school and just
slack off then its going to be hell for you.
Sanchez, who is currently taking classes
at Hartnel College in Salinas, said college
is better than high school. “College is way
better than high school. You go to high
school because you have to, because your
parents and everyone is making you go,
but you go to college because you want
to. You also get to pick your career and
the classes you want to take, not what the
government wants you to take,” she said.
Along with attending community col-
lege, Sanchez is also a 50’s pin-up model,
works part time at a recording studio as a
guitar teacher, is a receptionist at Salinas
valley radiologists and works alongside
her dad at a handy man service store.
With everything Sanchez is doing, she
still finds herself wanting to do more with
her life. “I get kind of bored sometimes
because I want to do more. I love keeping
busy. Even though I never imagined that I
was going to do the things I’'m doing now.
I’m still pretty happy with my life right
now. It’s pretty neat,” Sanchez said.
Instead of continuing your education
straight after high school, getting a job is
also a great opportunity. “It’s great mak-
ing money. I give half my check to my
mom and I pay all my bills. I make good
money,” said Sanchez.
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University, community college, and
getting a job is what most graduates do
straight after high school. Others may also
decide to take a year off to travel and see
the world, or perhaps just to simply figure
lling in lifg
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Preheat oven to 250 degrees F (95 degrees C). Place popcorn in a very large

movie.

And instead of eating the normal butter
popcorn, try being adventurous by mak-
ing yourself some caramel popcorn.

bowl. In a medium saucepan over medium heat, melt butter. Stir in brown sugatr,
corn syrup, and salt. Bring to a boll, stirring constantly. Boil without stirring 4 min-
utes. Remove from heat and stir in baking soda and vanilla. Pour in a thin stream
over popcorn, stirring to coat. Place in two large shallow baking dishes and bake
in preheated oven, stirring every 15 minutes, for 1 hour. Remove from oven and
let cool completely before breaking into pieces.

What’s your favorite part about Christmas?

Xenia Rodriguez, junior

“Christmas is beautiful. | love it! The
Christmas lights, the food, the movies
and cartoons and especially the fam-
ily time. Christmas is awesome.”

Ana Ruiz, junior
“The best time of Chistmas is when |
sit next to the pre place and drink hot

chocolate.”

Joe Aguirre, junior
“The food is great!”

Lucia Ramirez, junior

“ like the Chrismas lights and reunit-
ing with family. The presents are just
a bonus.”



