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By Serena Rawr Quihuis
   It was a normal day here in condor 
country. Students were going about their 
day, trying to walk to second block before 
the bell rang. 
   Shortly after entering class, we heard a 
serious voice over the intercom, instruct-
ing that the whole school is to go to the 
bleachers, immediately. 
   At þ rst, we think it is a drill. We ask our 
teachers, who assure us that this is not a 
practice run. 
   Minutes later, the entire school is sit-
ting in the bleachers, waiting. Waiting for 
answers, waiting for conþ rmation, wait-
ing for anything that could help ease our 
thoughts. 
   After two hours, we hear numerous ex-
planations as to the cause of the evacua-
tion. 
   We were evacuated due to a bomb threat 
that was called in that morning, the morn-
ing of October 27th, 2009. 
   The students and staff of North County 
handled the situation suprisingly well. 
This became handy a mere two weeks lat-
er, when we found ourselves once again 
on lock down.
   A student on campus was found armed 
with what seemed to be a gun, but turned 
out to be an airsoft (bb) gun. The student 
was spotted and repremanded during our 
þ rst block period, where we stayed under 
strict lock down for around two hours.
   Students were afraid, teachers were ner-
evous, and fear for the worst were swarm-
ing around. Students were not allowed out 
for any reason, even to use the restrooms. 
Some students resorted to urinating in 
bottles, and even trash cans.
  In light of this terror stricken situation, 
the students at North County can now 
rest assure that they are safe, thanks to 
the quick acting teachers and staff. Ev-
erything that could’ve gone wrong went 
right. 
   It is saddening to think students at our 
school would do such actions. But it is 
comforting to know that we are strong, 
we are one, we are condors.
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By Ginger Caitlyn Scherer 
   Silence permeated the hallways, the 
classrooms, and encompassed the forum 
walls for nearly two hours early November 
23rd, an amazing feat for what is usually a 
boisterous crowd of high school-ers. It was 
silent, without so much as a whisper from 
friend to friend.
   And then the soft voices were heard, 

drifting down from 
the podiums and res-
onating through the 
gym speakers. They 
spoke of suffering, 
they spoke of 

Day of Respect: More than 

just a day without classes  

Lock Down
Is the safety of our school in 
jeopardy?

hardship, they spoke of 
strength and the choices 
we face. They spoke of 
change. 
 It has been eight years 
since the þ rst Day of 
Respect was held at 
NCMCHS, and everyday since then, the 
school’s directors have worked valiantly 
to reestablish our school as a safe zone for 
students, where they do not have to fear the 
dangers of gang violence or drugs.
This is effort has not been without its chal-
lenges.
   The second term has not yet ended and

already we have undergone a bomb threat 
and a lock down.   
   That is why students spend their þ rst 
block once every year listening to people 
speak. It isn’t some ploy made to give 
teachers a break and allow the kids to 
frolic through the school classrooms. 
   People are suffering. Students here at 
North County are suffering, and these 
speakers come here to share their own 
suffering, so that we are not alone.

See Respect page 2

Dover, Carriere and Gil behind bars.
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NC employees locked up
themselves with placid smiles upon their happily ÿ ushed faces...
wait, what?
   For three hours, Dover, Carriere and Gil  sacriþ ced both their 
pay role and their freedom for a gruesome task indeed: making 
phone calls for bail. But not the bail that comes to mind. 
   This bail was a very special bail, meant to be donated for Muscu-
lar Dystrophy, an unforgiveable plague upon the human body that 
primarily affects the voluntary muscles. 
   The three staff were invited to participate in activities and dona-
tions by an organization seeking to raise money for patients suf-
fering from the disease.
   The cooking teachers Julie Carriere and Renee Fertig are person-
ally involved in the effects of the disease, as their long time friend 
has suffered from it for 30 years. 
   “It’s a fantastic experience and for a good cause,” said Carriere. 
   They raised a whopping $15,000! Good job Condors!

By Ginger Caitlyn Scherer   
   The dark, damp stone of the jail walls is not a sight met with-
out fear and apprehension. To most, it is the end of life, and the 
beginning of a slow and torturous venture towards death. It is 
within these walls, albeit less desolate, as is accustomed in a 
public jail, that our very own North County employees were, as 
rumors said, to be brought to on ___.
   The employees included Mark Dover, Activities Director, Ju-
lie Carriere, the Foods and Nutrition teacher, and our very own 
Principal, Terri Gil. 
   By now it has become apparent that whatever happened has 
passed, as our teachers and Principal have returned, but the ques-
tions remain.
   Fret not, oh hopeless readers, for a light shone down upon the 
darkened hallways as the police escorted North County school 
staff to a police cruiser. It was there that said staff seated 
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